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Strange News from Virginia, being a full 
and true account of the Life and Death of 
Nathanael Bacon Z/qiure, who was the 
only Cauſe and Original of all the late T rou- 


bles in that Country. 


HERE is no Nation this day under the copes of Hca- 
ven can ſo experimentally ipeak the (ad Effects of 
men of great Parts being reduc't to neceſſity, as 
England, but not to rake up the notorious milde- 

meanours of the dead, I ſhall endeavour to prevent the lad ct: 
fe&s of lo deplorable a Caule, by giving you an account of the 
remarkable Life and Death of this Gentleman of whom I am 
about to diſcourſe, And becauſe when a man has once ingag'd 
himſelf in an ill action, all men are ready to heap an innumera- 
ble afperſions upon him, of which he is no ways guilty, I ſhall 
be ſo juſt in the Hiſtory of his Life as not to rub him of thoſe 
Commendations which his Birth and Acquiſitions claim as duc, 
and fo kind both to Loyalty and the wholſom conſtituted Laws 
of our Kingdom, as not to {mother any thing which would 
render him to blame. 

This Gentleman who has of late becconed the attention of all 
men of underſtanding who are any ways deſirous of Nove'ty, 
or carc what becomes of any part of the World beſides thar 
them{lves live in, had the honour to be deſcended of an An- 
cient and Honourable Family, his Name Nathanael Bacon, to 
which to the long known Title of Gentleman, by his long ſtudy 
in the Inns of Court he has fince added that of Eſquire. He 
was the Son of Mr. Thomas Bacon of an ancient Seat known by 
the denomination of Freeſſone-Hall in the County of Sol, 42 


Gentleman of known loyalty and ability, His Father as he was 
able 
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| able ſohe was willing to allow this his Son a very Gentile Com- 


Ang to ſubſiſt upon, but he as it proved having a Soul too 
arge for that allowance, could not contain _ himſelf within 
bounds z whick his careful Father perceiving, and allo that he 
had a mind to Travel (having ſeen divers parts of the World 
before) conſented to his inclination of going to Yirgizis, and 
accommodated him with a Stock for that purpole, tothe value 
of 18co /, Starling, as I am credibly informed by a Merchant 
of very good worth, who is now in this City, and had the for- 
tune to carry him thither, A 

He began his Voyage thitherwards about Three years ſince, 
and lived for about a years ſpace in that Continent in very good 
repute, his extraordinary parts like a Letter of recommendation 
rendring him acceptable in all mens company, whilſt his conſi- 
derable Concerns in that place were able to bear him out in the 
belt of Society, Thele Accompliſhments of mind and fortune 
rendred him io remarkable, that the worthy Governour of that 
Continent thought it requiſite to take him into his Privy 
Councll. 

That Plantation which he choſe to ſettle in is generally known 
by the name of Cur/es, ſituate in the upper part of Fames River, 
and the time of his Revolt was not till the beginning of Afarch 
167:. At which time the S»ſquo-hannan Indians (a known Ene- 
my to that Country) having made an Inſurreion, and kild di- 
vers of the Erg/iſh, amonglt whom it was his fortune to have a 
Servant ſlain ; in revenge of whoſe death, and other dammages 


- he received from thoſe turbulent $»ſqzohanians, without the 


Governour's conſent he furiouſly took up Arms againſt them, 
and was fo fortunate as to put them to flight, but not content 
therewith, the aforeſaid Gorerzovr hearing of his cager purſuit 


after the vanquiſht Zzdians, lent out a ſele*t Company of Soul- 


diersgp command him to deſilt ; but he inſtead of liſtning there- 
unto, perliſted in his Revenge, arid ſent to the Gorernonr to 


intreat his Commiſſion, that he might more chearfully proſe- 


cute his deſign z which being dcnyed him by the Meſlenger he 
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| ſent for that purpoſe, he notwithſtanding continued to make 
, head with his own Servants, and other Exg/:fb then refident in 
Curles againſt them. In this interim'the People of Henrics 
| had returned hitn Burgeſs of their County , and he in order 
thereunto took his own Sloop and came down towards Fames 
|. Town, conducted by thirty odd Souldiers, with part of which 
he came athore to Mr. Lawrexces Houle, to underſtand whether 
d he might come in with ſafety or nor, but being diſcovered by 
, one Parſon C'ou2h, and allo it being perccived that he had lined 
the Buthes of the ſaid Town with Souldiers, the Governour \ 
thereupon ordered an allarm to be beaten through the whole 
| Town, which took io hot, that Bcoz thinking himſelf not ſe- 
cure whilſt he remained there within reach ot their Fort, im- 
| mediately commanded his men aboard, and tow'd his Sloop up 
the River , which the Governour perceiving, ordered the Shi 
which lay at Sz#4y-point to puriyve and take him , and they b 
the ;nduftry of their Commanders ſucceeded (o well in the at- 
tempt, that they preſently ſtopr hus paſſage , ſo that Mr. Bacox 
finding himſelf purſued both before and behind, after ſome ca- 
pitulations, quietly ſurrendred himſelf Priſuncr to the Gover- 
nours Commulſſioners, to the great ſatisfaction of all his Friends , 
which action of his was ſo obliging to the Governour, that he 
| ranted him his liberty immediately upon Paroll, without con- 
| hning him either to Priſon or Chamber, and the next day, af- 
| ter ſome private diſcourle paſſed betwixt the Governour, the 
| Privy Council, and himſelf, he was amply reſtored to all his 
| former Honours and _— and a Commuthon partly pro- 
miſed him to be General againlt the 74:4 Army , bur upon 
farther enquiry into his Affairs it was not thought fit to be grant- 
ed him, whereat his ambitious mind ſeem'd mightily to be 
| diſpleas'd ; infomuch that he gave out, that it was his intenti- 
on to ſell his whole concerns in 772m, and to go with his 
whole Family to live either in Merry-land or the $0urh, bRaule 
he would avoid (as he ſaid) the ſcandal of being accounted a 
factious perlon there. Bur this reſolution it {ecms was but a 
pretence, 
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after he had vanquiſhed them, flew abour ſeventy of them in 
their Fort : But as he returned back to the Ucconepes, he found 


S 


they had fortificd themlelves with divers more /udixs than they * 


had at his firſt arrival 5 wherefore he deſired Hoſtages of. them 
. for their good behaviour, whilſt he, and his followers lay with- 
in command of their Forg, Bur thoſe treacherous /adians grown 


confident by reaſon of their late recruit, him this An- _ 
{wer, That their Guns were the only Hoſt ages he was like to have 

of them, and if he would have them he ma{t fetch them. Which - 
' was no {ooner ſpoke, but the /ndians (allied out of the Fort and * 


| ſhor ane of his Sentinels, whereupon he charged them ſo fierce- 


ly, that the Fight continued not only all that day, bur the next . 


alſo, till the Wwoomen of the Evening, at which time finding 

his men grow faint for want of Proviſion, he laid: hold of the 
: opportunity, beigg befriended by a gloomy night, and ſo made 
. an honourable retreat homewards. | 
Howbeit we may judge what reſpet he had gain'd in Femes- 
Town by this ſubſequent tranſaRtion. 'When he was firſt 
_—_ hither it was frequently reported among the Com. 
monalty that he was kept clole Priloner, which report cau- 
ſed the people of that Town, thole of Charles-City, Henrice, and 
New-Kent Countries, being in all about the Number of eight 
hundred, or a thouſand, to riſe and march thitherwards in or- 
der to his reſcue, whereupon che Goyernor was forced to de- 
fire Mr. B«con to go himſelfin Perſon, and by his open appea- 
rance quiet the people. 

This being paſt, Mr. Bacox, about the 25h. of Func laſt, dil- 
ſatisfied that he could not have a Commuſſon granted him to 


fart” 

till they toucht at the Occoneg:es Town, where he wasrrexed - 7 7 
. veryciyilly, and by the Inhabitants informed where {ome of © 
kw 4-4 Fuch were inforred, whom preſently he aff:iis, ang A 
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whom he marched to Fames-Town, and drew up in order bef, 
the: Houle of State z and there peremptorily demanded of the 


Governor, Council and Burgees (there then colleted) a Com- 


miſſion to go againſt the /ndians, which if they ſhould refuſe 
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aj - 209% Wks 7 ” - ah « 
| unknown wap os rd about a week together © 
> x , . .. j 
between four and fivehundred men of New-Xext , with © 


to grant him, he told them that neither he nor ne're a man in _ 


his Company would depart from their. Doors till he had ob- 
tained his requeſt , whereupon to prevent farther d in ſo 
ce, the Council and Burgeſles by i 

ty obtain'd him a Commiſſion Signed by the Governor, an 
for one thouſand mea to be Lifted under his command to 

go againſt the /»diaxs, to whom the ſame pay was to be grant- 
 edas was allowed to them who went againſt the Fore, But 
Bacon was not ſatisfied with this, but afterwards earneſtly im- 
portuned, and at | obtained of the Hoaſe, to paſs an AR of 
Indemnity to all Perſons who had ſided with him, and alſo 
Letters of recommendations from the Governor to his Majeſty 


in his-behalf; and moreover cauſed Collonel C/aybowrn and 


his.Son I Claybourn, Lieutenant Collonel weſt, and Lieu- 
tenant Collonel #i//, and many others, to be degraded for ever 
bearing any Office, whether it were Military or Civil. 

Having obtained theſe large Civilities of the Governor, &c, 
one would have thought that if the Principles of honeſty would 
not have obliged him to peace and loyalty, thoſe of gratitude 
thould. But, alas, when men have been once fluſht or entred 
with Vice, how hard is it for them to. leave it, eſpecially if it 
tends towards ambition or greatneſs, which is the general luſt 
of a large Soul, and the common error of vaſt parts, which fux 
their Eyes ſo upon the lure of greatneſs,that they have no time 
lefrthem to conſider by what indire& and unlawful means they 
muſt (if ever) attain it. 

This certainly was Mr. Bzco's Crime, who after he had once 


lanched into Rebellion, nay, and upon ſubmiſſion had — — 
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were conſiderable enough to content any realc ind 
yet for all this he could not forbear wading into his former mil- 
demeanors, and continued his ition againſt that prudenr 
and eſtabliſhed Government, by his Majeſty" of Greas 
Brittain to be duly obſerved in that Continent. | _- 

' In fine, he continued (I cannot ſay properly in the Fields, 
but) in the Woods with a conſiderable Army all laſt Summer, 
and maintain'd ſeveral Bruſhes with the Governors Party : ſome- 
time routing them, and burni arch non Po prodiagic. r 
damage of many of his Majeſties loyal SubjeQs: there reſident , 
ſometimes he arid his Rebels were beaten by the Governor, &c. 
and forc't torun for ſhelter amongſt the Woods arid Swomps. 
In which lamentable condition that unhappy Continent has re- 
main'd for the mow of almoſt a Twelve-month, every one there- 
in that were able being forc'c to take up Arms for ſecurity of 
their own lives, and no one reckoning their Goods, Wives, 
or Children to be their own, ſince they were ſo dangerouſly 

'd to the doubtful Accidents of an uncertain War. _ 


© Bur the levee Heavens, who are alone able to compute 
what meaſure 0 


puniſhments are adequ:te or fit for the fins or 
tranſgreſſions of a Nation, has in its great mercy thought hit to 
puta ſtop, at leaſt, if not a total period and concluſion to theſe 
Virginian troubles, by the death of this Var. Bacon, the great ' 
Moleſtor of the quiet of that myſexable Nation , ſo that now we 
who are here in E:e/azd,and have any Relations or Correſpon-. 


"dence with any of the Inhabifants of that Continent, may by 


the arrival of the next Ships from that Coaſt expe ro hear thyt 
they are freed from all their dangers, quitted of all rheir fea 
and in great hopes and expectation to live quietly under their 
own Vines, and enjoy the benefit of their commendable labours. 

I know it is by ſome reported that this Mr. Bacon was a very 
hard drinker, and that he dyed b —_— or taking in two , 
much Brandy, ButI am informed by thoſe w 

' undoubted 
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undoubted Reputation, and had 'the happites to ſee the 6 

Letter which run Majeſty an account of his death, 

there was no ſuch thing therein mentioned : he was certain 

2 Perſon indued with great natural parts, which notwi 

ing his juvenile extravagances he had adorned with man _ 

borate onullaions, nnd argc the help of learning and ſtudy 

how to manage them to a Miracle, it being the general vogue 

of all that knew him, that he uſually ſpoke as much ſenſe in as 

few words, and delivered that ſenile as op —_— as any they 

ever kept company withal: Wherefore as ] am my felt a Lover 


LY 


” Ingenuity, though an abhorrer of Kiftiabance » or Rebellion, 

fit ſince Providence was pleaſed to let him dye a Natural 
Jeath; in his Bed, not to aſperſe him with ſaying he kill'd him- 
ſelf with drinking. 


